
Minutes 
Nevada Homeland Security Commission 

Rural Task Force Meeting 
 DATE 23 March 2006 

TIME 2:00 pm 
LOCATION

 
401 S Carson St – Carson City 
555 W Washington – Las Vegas  

METHOD Teleconference between sites 
RECORDER  Denise Parsons 

ATTENDANCE 

Committee Members Present Staff & Others in 
Attendance 

Present 

Bob Fisher X Glade Myler, Attorney 
General’s Office 

X 

Marge Gunn X Valerie Sumner, Homeland 
Security Administrators Office 

X 

Joe Curtis X Larry Casey, Homeland 
Security Commission Staff 

X 

Bill Webb  Denise Parsons, Homeland 
Security Commission Staff 

X 

Jeff Page    
 
1. CALL TO ORDER  
At 2:00 pm Chairman Bob Fisher called the meeting to order.  Three of the five 
members were present. Therefore, a quorum was established. 
 
2.  APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 
Chairman Fisher entertained a motion to approve the minutes of the November 
10, 2005 RTF meeting.  Joe Curtis motioned for approval.  Marge Gunn 
seconded it.  The minutes of the November 10, 2005 Rural Task Force meeting 
were unanimously approved. 
 
3.  COMMENTS BY THE CHAIRMAN 
Chairman Fisher addressed his concern about this task force doing justice to 
rural Nevada, and that due to budgetary constraints we may not be able to do 
everything we want. 
 
4.  MONEY APPROPRIATED TO RURAL COUNTIES 
Ms. Gunn stated that she wasn’t sure about the dollar amounts.   However, she 
stated that over $60 million total was requested.  $24 million was requested for 
interoperable communications, and $37 million was requested for the remaining 
investment justifications. 
 
Chairman Fisher stated that depending on how much is actually received, a 
portion will be going to the rural counties. 
 

 



Mr. Casey stated the money should show up on May 31, 2006.  Groups will get 
back together at that time to prioritize the investment justifications to make the 
most of the funds.   
Chairman Fisher stated that the priority process will be fair and statewide. 
 
Ms. Gunn stated that the investment justifications supported all 17 counties. 
 
Mr. Curtis concurred with both Ms. Gunn and Mr. Casey, and added, that when 
the money comes in, the projects will need to coincide with the statewide 
initiatives.  He also stated that when and if NV gets the money there will likely be 
a whole set of rules to submit to for the grant requests. 
 
Chairman Fisher asked, once a project has started, is it the task force’s 
responsibility to notify the rural counties, or make them aware that funds are 
going into their communities? 
 
Mr. Curtis concurred, and stated that communication is the name of the game. 
 
Mr. Curtis also stated that the entire state needs to be made aware of the 
homeland security commission’s existence and the existence of the rural county 
task force as it will benefit all aspects of the process. 
 
Chairman Fisher asked Mr. Myler if he recommended that the Homeland Security 
Commission send out specific notifications to the rural counties? 
 
Mr. Myler responded that the commission can give its recommendation at that 
time. 
 
Ms. Gunn stated that NV ended up with 12 initiatives from the original 19 after 
they combined 7 initiatives into one request. 
 
Chairman Fisher recommended that they table Item 4 to further discussion, since 
they would be speculating which might cause problems in the long run. 
 
5. MISSION STATEMENT AND PURPOSE  
Mr. Curtis stated that it is important for the Task Force to have a mission 
statement, and asked the task force to put together a statement. 
 
Chairman Fisher concurred. 
 
Ms. Gunn stated that regardless of how much money the rural counties get, the 
task force should not go away.  Also, she stated that the rural counties were well 
represented and made their presence known during the grant process meetings. 
 
Chairman Fisher stated that the mission statement should be short, sweet, to the 
point, and clearly understood. 

 



 
All members concurred. 
After a lengthy discussion, the task force agreed upon the following mission 
statement: 
 
The objective of the Rural Task Force is -- to provide representation; and a voice 
for all rural counties on all homeland security issues and concerns. 
 
Ms. Gunn asked how many rural counties there were and whether or not Douglas 
County was still considered rural? 
 
Chairman Fisher stated that is not something that the task force should be 
concerned with. 
 
Mr. Curtis asked for a motion to accept the mission statement as stated. 
Ms. Gunn seconded it.  It was unanimously accepted. 
 
6. OVERVIEW OF GRANT INITIATIVES AND INVESTMENT JUSTIFICATIONS 
Ms. Gunn stated that the 12 initiatives involve the rural counties as well.  
Particularly important to rural counties is mass care, expansion of citizen’s corp., 
mass prophylaxis, medical surge, citizen’s preparedness campaign, and 
interoperable communications. 
 
She also stated that if Nevada gets most of the money they requested, it will do 
well.  
 
Mr. Myler asked if the tribes should be mentioned so they are not forgotten? 
 
Ms. Gunn stated that the tribes were recognized at the grant process meetings.  
They produced two requests.  The first request was withdrawn and the other 
request was tribe specific.  Moapa was asked to redo their request to make it a 
blanket request to include all the tribes.  That request was incorporated into the 
state request for interoperable communications. 
 
Chairman Fisher asked Mr. Casey to research whether or not the tribal nations 
were included in the interoperable communications request? 
 
Mr. Casey stated that he would research it. 
 
Chairman Fisher recommended going out to the rural counties and meet with 
them to discuss issues in order to have a better sense for working on plans for 
next year. 
 
Mr. Myler mentioned that when he was taking EMAC to all the counties and 
meeting with their commissions and city councils it was good, because it showed 
an interest in what they were doing and provided recognition. 

 



 
Mr. Curtis concurred and stated that the task force needs to make sure that all 
the rural counties have a number to call to address their concerns – otherwise 
they will feel left out. 
 
Chairman Fisher stated the rural task force should consider spending time with 
some of the rural county folks.  He also stated that in the past he has traveled 
with state officials to some of the rural counties with significant results. 
 
Ms. Gunn stated that she had nothing more to add. 
 
Mr. Curtis concurred. 
 
7. PUBLIC COMMENT 
Mr. Casey asked the task force to voice any legislative issues they might have so 
that he can pass them along to the commission via the by-laws committee. 
 
Chairman Fisher asked if there was anything else? 
 
Mr. Curtis commented that there needs to be a letter that goes out to everyone to 
let them know that the rural task force exists and states the mission statement. 
 
Ms. Gunn stated that the commission should make the decision as to who is a 
member of the rural task force. 
 
Chairman Fisher stated that Mr. Curtis and Ms. Gunn be added as contacts. 
 
Chairman Fisher summarized: 
 
Approval of minutes 
Discussed money issue 
Have created a mission statement that will go into a letter to let the rural counties 
know that there is a task force there to represent their concerns 
Recommend to change or add legislation 
 
Next meeting is scheduled for June 22nd. 
 
8.  ADJOURNMENT 
Mr. Curtis motioned to adjourn the meeting.  Ms. Gunn seconded it. 
Meeting was adjourned. 
 
 
Meeting notes completed by Denise Parsons, for questions call (702) 486-0798 
or email deniseparsons@dhs.nv.gov   
 
 

 

mailto:deniseparsons@dhs.nv.gov

	Minutes
	ATTENDANCE

